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To Opén the Navajo Lands.

At Lhe next session of congress
an etfort will made have
sections of the Navajo reservation
opened Lo the enterprise of white
men.  The Navajos occupy one
of the richest parts of Arizona,
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one mountain of which is held
to he particularly rich in silver
and gold. No white man has

ever made detailed reports of the
resources ol the reservation, the
main reason being  that those
who may have been qualilied by,
observation have invariably failed
return to civilization. There
one  exception—that is, &
man who entered the forbidden
fields by stealth came out with a
mtile load of pola, but when he
went hack for another load he
stayed. It wus reported that
garments which resembled those
he had worn were seen ona num-
ver el chiefs.  Itisapparent from
this that the Navajos are not
disposed to cultivate intimate
relations with the whites. It
strange that this
proud exclusive race
never taken kindly to firewater
therclore is not to by bribed
by what is commonly the most
ardent desire of redmen.

That the whites on the borders
have looked with yearning eves
toward the high mountain in the
center ot the reservation 1is not
surprising.  They are not with-
out strong reason 1n the appeal
for the intervention of the gov-
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ernment. Capitalists have re-
peatedly attempted to huy from
the Navajos the privilege of
working mines in the Silver
mountain or even to work the!
heds of the streams which are |
reputed to be rich in gold, hut |
they have never heen treated
gven to  a  courteous ncgali\-u.i

The pride of the Indians is such

that they profess to have a con-

empt tor gold, except as orna-
ments.,  There are valleys of the |
syceptional tertlity  of  which |

but all the'
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splendid resource: of the ro e
sation are neglected

The exclusive
carefully cultivated a <piriv of
cantempt for the white mn  be-
canse he is not above totlhiay lor
his bread. They

Navaios

are an obstacle

in the way of the development ol |

a evreat tract of land which could

add much to the wealh of an"
country. 'The sentiment of the
people of the far west is in favar
of such a use of the reservation
as will atd in the prosperity of
the section with the leust dis-
turbance of the Indians and the
western senators and represcsnta-
tives will da wwhat thev can in
that direction, —Mining and

Engineering Roview.
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